Distribution of type A and type B EBV in patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma.
The subtypes of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) according to EBNA 2 genes were investigated in 53 nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) biopsies in Taiwan by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and by Southern blot hybridization method. EBV DNA was found present in all NPC biopsies. Type A was the predominant type and comprised of 94.3% of the EBV of NPC. Type B or coinfection of type A and type B comprised of only 3.8% and 1.9% respectively.